
VOTES FOR HIRE
BOGUS barrister Monika Juneja got off lightly

at the Old Bailey last week when she received
a 14-month suspended jail sentence and 200-
hour community service order. The former lead
member for planning at Tory Guildford borough
council had pleaded guilty in May to charges
of forgery, obtaining pecuniary advantage by
deception and "wilfully pretending to be a
barrister" (Eyes passim).

Starting with a forged degree certificate in
2000, Juneja had based her career as a local
government lawyer on lies and deception. Judge
Gerald Gordon told a tearful Juneja, 36, that
he had not sent her to prison partly because of
the "age" of her offences. He also spoke of her
previous good character and work she had done
"for the community". The soft-hearted beak
declared; "I have no doubt that as a result of these
offences, your career in public life is over."

Juneja may be unlikely to hold public office
again - although as she hasn't gone to jail there's
nothing to stop her standing - but she certainly
still takes a close interest in local politics.
Her "very close" friend, business partner and
apologist, Stephen Mansbridge, remains Tory
leader of Guildford council. He hopes to become
the town's first elected mayor and Monika is right
behind him.

For a mayoral system to be introduced, the
people of Guildford must vote in favour in a
referendum. For a referendum to take place, a
petition must be raised from at least 5 percent
of the electorate. Monika has already raised that
petition, which with more than 5,000 signatures
comfortably exceeds the threshold. The
signatures were collected by Surrey University
students who responded to posts on the students'
union website and Facebook pages, placed by
Juneja. On Facebook she offered £1 per signature,
with bonuses of £25 for 100 names and £50 for
£150, while on the union website her post said "a
local consultancy is offering the opportunity for
200 students to earn £40 each... [in] a few hours"
- an outlay of £8,000. Democracy does not come
cheap in Guildford!
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